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SUBJECT: DEVCO INTEREST IN TOGO FERTILIZER PLANT 

REF: A) LOME 617 NOTAL, B) USDOC 3098 NOTAL, C) LOME 356 
NOTAL, D) LOME 139, E) 77 LOME 2036, TELCONS MURPHY/SMITH 

1 . DEVCO INTERNATIONAL HAS SOUGHT DEPARTMENT'S SUPPORT 
IN THEIR EFFORT TO SECURE CONTRACT FOR TECHNICAL ADVICE 
AND COMMERCIALIZATION OF PRODUCTION IN DOLS 250-300 
MILLION TOGOLESE PHOSPHORIC ACID FERTILIZER PROJECT. 

PREVIOUS TRAFFIC BEING TRANSMITTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

2. IN KEEPING WITH OVERALL POLICY OF PROVIDING APPROPRIATE 
ASSISTANCE TO US FIRMS ABROAD, WE SUPPORT DEVCO'S EFFORTS 
TO SECURE FOOTHOLD IN FRANCOPHONE AFRICA. WE BELIEVE THE 
TOGOLESE GOVERNMENT WISHES TO DIVERSIFY THE COUNTRY 
SOURCES OF INVESTMENT AND TRADE, AND THAT THIS DESIRE, 
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COUPLED WITH THE DEVCO'S TECHNICAL COMPETENCE, PUTS THE 
FIRM IN A STRONG POSITION VIS-A-VIS ITS COMPETITORS. 

HOWEVER, DEVCO INFORMS US THAT THEY BELIEVE EUROPEAN 
COMPETITION IS STIFF AND THAT THE TOGOLESE GOVERNMENT IS 
ABOUT TO MAKE A DECISION ON THE PROJECT. THEY BELIEVE 
THAT PRESIDENT EYADEMA’S PRESENCE IN PARIS FOR THE 
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FRANCOPHONE SUMMIT MAKES HIM PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE TO 
THE BLANDISHMENTS OF DEVCO'S COMPETITORS. THEY SAY THEY 
HAVE BEEN ADVISED BY MAURICE ASSOR, THE ECONOMIC ADVISOR 
TO THE TOGOLESE GOVERNMENT WHO ALLEGEDLY SUPPORTS DEVCO'S 
PROPOSALS, THAT EUROPEAN PRESSURE ON EYADEMA MIGHT BE 
OFFSET IF A SENIOR AMERICAN OFFICIAL. PREFERABLY THE US 
AMBASSADOR, COULD ASSURE EYADEMA WHILE HE IS IN PARIS 
THAT THE US WELCOMED THE POSSIBILITY AN AMERICAN FIRM 
MIGHT SECURE A MAJOR CONTRACT IN TOGO. 

3. WE HAVE REPLIED TO THE COMPANY THAT WE WOULD EXPLORE 
THE FEASIBILITY OF ACTING ON THIS SUGGESTION WITH THE 
EMBASSY IN PARIS. WE HAVE SAID THAT IF A SUITABLE 
OCCASION ARISES, IN WHICH THE AMBASSADOR MIGHT HAVE A 
WORD WITH EYADEMA IN CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ARE NEITHER 
EXCEPTION ALN ORFORCED, WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT HE NOTE TO 
EYADEMA OUR SATISFACTION THAT THE TOGOLESE GOVERNMENT IS 
GIVING FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION TO THE PROPOSAL OF AN 
AMERICAN FIRM. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE FIRM PROPOSES TO INVITE THE 
AMBASSADOR TO TEA WITH PRESIDENT EYADEMA. WE MUST 
LEAVE IT TO EMBASSY PARIS TO DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT 
SUCH AN INVITATION. IF IT IS FORTHCOMING. FITS THE 
AMBASSADOR'S SCHEDULE. 
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5. WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE FIRM MAY SEEK TO FORCE MORE 
SIGNIFICANCE INTO THE MEETING THAN IS JUSTIFIED BY THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES. FOR INSTANCE, FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS 
THE TOGOLESE GOVERNMENT HAS SOUGHT TO ELICIT AN IN- 
VITATION TO PRESIDENT EYADEMA TO MAKE AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT TO WASHINGTON. WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY REPLIED THAT 
WHILE WE WOULD CONSIDER THIS SUGGESTION MOST CAREFULLY, 

THE VERY TIGHT SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE SMALL 
NUMBER OF OFFICIAL VISITS THAT ARE POSSIBLE IN ANY ONE 
YEAR WOULD LEAD US TO SUGGEST THAT IF PRESIDENT EYADEMA 
WISHES TO COME TO THE US HE PAY A PRIVATE VISIT. IN 

WHICH CASE WE WOULD ASSIST HIM TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE IN 
ARRANGING A SUITABLE SCHEDULE. DEVCO IS AWARE OF OUR 
POSITION, AND WHILE THEY CLEARLY BELIEVE AN INVITATION 
TO EYADEMA WOULD IMPROVE THE CHANCES OF THEIR PROPOSAL, 
THEY ALSO RECOGNIZE THE REALITY ON WHICH OUR POSITION IS 
BASED. VANCE 
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